
 

 

  

CRITICAL THINKING & 
MIND MAPS  

 

"On average, the human mind generates numerous fleeting thoughts each 

second, many of which fade away almost instantly. This makes it challenging 

to capture and evaluate all these ideas effectively. Mind mapping was 

developed as a tool to visually organize and structure thoughts, helping 

individuals weigh pros and cons before making decisions." 

www.vivonta.lk 



 

"People in poor countries often struggle to ask the right questions and 

instead tend to approach issues indirectly. This behavior might contribute to 

their persistent poverty.” 

1) Has any research been conducted to explore this claim? If so, what other factors could 

explain such behavior?  

2) Provide definitions of critical thinking and the mind mapping technique, and explain 

how these can help poor countries address this challenge.  

3) Outline the detailed steps for creating a mind map tailored for a Sri Lankan student 

preparing for the GCE Advanced Level exam in Economics. Additionally, provide the best 

definition of Economics.  

4) Create and share an image of a mind map developed for this purpose 

  



1. Research on the Statement and Causal Factors 

The statement highlights potential weaknesses in critical thinking and questioning skills 

as contributing to poverty in poor countries. While there isn't direct research on the exact 

phrasing, studies in education, critical thinking, and economic development support 

related ideas: 

Education Quality: Poor countries often have underfunded education systems, limiting the 

development of analytical and critical thinking skills. 

Cultural Norms: In some societies, questioning authority or established norms is 

discouraged, leading to passive acceptance rather than inquiry. 

Economic Pressure: People in poverty may focus on immediate survival, leaving little 

mental bandwidth for reflective or critical thinking (as per the "scarcity mindset" theory). 

Lack of Resources: Limited access to diverse sources of information and tools for learning 

impedes intellectual growth. 

  



2. Definitions: Critical Thinking and Mind Mapping 

Critical Thinking 

Critical thinking is the ability to analyze information objectively, evaluate evidence, and 

make reasoned judgments. It involves skills such as interpretation, analysis, evaluation, 

inference, explanation, and self-regulation. It empowers individuals to ask the right 

questions, identify biases, and find solutions. 

Mind Mapping 

Mind mapping is a visual thinking tool that organizes information around a central 

concept, using branches to represent related ideas. This technique enhances learning, 

creativity, and problem-solving by linking concepts in a non-linear way, making it 

particularly useful for education. 

  



3. 10 Steps for Creating a Mind Map for GCE AL Economics 

Start with the Central Concept: Write "Economics" in the center of the map. 

1. Identify Major Topics: Create branches for main subjects, e.g., "Microeconomics," 

"Macroeconomics," "Development Economics," and "Sri Lankan Economy." 

2. Add Subtopics: Expand each branch. For example: 

3. Microeconomics: Demand, Supply, Elasticity, Market Structures. 

4. Macroeconomics: GDP, Inflation, Unemployment, Fiscal Policy. 

5. Use Keywords and Images: Add concise labels, symbols, or images to enhance 

memory. 

6. Show Relationships: Use lines or arrows to indicate connections between 

concepts. 

7. Color Code Branches: Assign colors to different topics for clarity. 

8. Revise and Expand: Regularly update the map to include new insights or details. 

9. Best Definition of Economics 

10. Economics is the study of how individuals, businesses, and societies allocate 

limited resources to satisfy unlimited wants and needs. 

 

  



4. Mind Map for GCE AL Economics – Example  

Creating the mind map image. 

 

This image is only as example. Mind map has to be developed by individuals for 

themselves.  

Good luck for your decision making efforts.   

 


